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To the irninitiated, Irrlarch may mean a variety of things; coning in like a lion,
going out like h, lamb, March r,rinds, snolrr blustery weather or even the nad
lvlarch hareg but to T.C.I.S. members ivrarch means Pot Luek Supper timel Antl. this
3'ear; lrre bre again asking each one to 0oqe {fq A.p I.riS. Get your thtnking caps
ot, look over yor:r iris catalogues, think of those gens in your gard.en and come
up with a costurne to depict the namo of one of those beauties. The costume can
be conplete or merely an ad.dition, something carried. o! r,rs311 wlth your regular
.:lothes, but letr s everyone get into the splrit of the tiring and. make this the
best v'erve ever had,, Some of those last year vrere priceless, and Iru sure no
one r'rho attended. rnrilI ever forget hovr much f,un it was. This is one night tuhen
&ienity and stuffiness are left at houe and fun and. fooLishness reign swreme.

I,etrs not forget, tbe best part of the ruhoLe evening is the r,ronderful footl
furnished. by the Lad.y members of the society and. it makes for the best eating
in the [w'in Cities.

Bhe time--Thursd.ay, iv.arch 19, 1961+ at 6lJ0 p.m. The place, the same as in
prerious years, ldorth Como Presbyterian Chcrch in Roseville. Ehe church is
located on the northeast corner of Chatsvorth and Laroenteur.

Anyone coming fron the north can come off High'r'ay #tOO on either *51, Snelling
Avenue or on fr10 lrexington. From the south or ssutheast Snelling or Lexington.
I hope the map v,i1I enable alL to find. it vrithout trouble. the parking lot is
off Chatsr,rorth.

You Ladjes uho vrere at the X'ebn:ary meeting have signed. for r.hat you'l'rish to
bring, those r,'ho r,rere not, v,j.11 be contacted. by the chairman lrirs. Sutton. If
you are not centacted, come axrJruay, and bring either a. hot dish, salad. or pie,
This is one meeting vle r,,ould love to have eyerygn,e present and. r,,,e partieularly
trant to invite those of you vho live outsid.e of the Ewln Cities. This is a

rgood. foodrtt ttgood fun,n and llgood fell-ov'shipil meeting and ono where itls very
easy to get acquainted.,

Prizes rrriLl be given for the best costumes in the folLor.ring catagorles--(one
for the men and. cne for the vrouen): Ir[ost.hu"qroroJrs, gg5llSJgpqr,ate, !.est
repr.e$entatig,rl, qost uausual,,, A prize r,tll also be given to the man and woman

who guesses the iris represented. by the eoetumes the greatest nunber of times,
So sharpen up on your iris nelmes, Bet your inaginations lrorkingand join in
the fun.
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PRESIDEI{TIS I,,ITTER

i'ihat an interesting trebruary meeting on the Grordng of lris! It uas a real
pi-easrre to hear Carol lrankor,r talk on leaf spot and its control b;r using a good
fungicid.e. AIso Urbein ipsen telling us to go after the lris borer at spring
clean up time. To plan a spray program continuing until the flower bud and.
srialk begins to shor,r, using isotox or n.D.T. Dr. Halleck na,cl"e it plain that
rraeteria in the soil can be controLled thereby saving all Iris growers many
problems eoncerning the d.read.ed. Iris rot. Virginia l"iesser orplained. the
crosses necessary for the beautifuL laces aequired. in hybrid.izing.

lTow comes gard-en clean up, the enC. of lviarch and. fir-et of Aprll. Iris and flovrer
berls have been covered. to some clepth rdth leaves, stravr or hay. If you d.o not
have a. lrcompost pilell start one nolr. So matter hovr small a yard., there is space.
iJse al.I dlscard-ed. vegetation, r^rith t.he exception of diseased plants or foliage.
Put it in an enclosed area of ehicken vi.re, wlre fenci.ng, snovr fence or even
a vrood.en slat bin. 4s this refuse 1s pi1ed. in the enelosuf'e, sprinkLe gener-
ously rdth a fertillzer hieh in nitrogen; 10-10-10 is excellent. Should you
have exeess sod (smarl pieces fron enLargingycur border garden each spring;),
or soil, Fut it in the corrpost heap, sur3., rain and. vrind. will d.o the rest. At
various intervals turn o',rer portions vrith a spading fork. Jn a year the
compost rrill be of a crulrbly soil-like consistency that ean be used for the
gar,len. Even though aII of it is not completely decomposed. it caa be used as
a muleh. [his gradual]y rdll r'ork in the soi1., vrhich is hr:rnus. It f.ightens
a too heavy soil, improves texture, is a soil cond.itioner, increases water
holding and. ad.ds nutrients. For the small garden, rake the leaves, r"here they
are hid.d.en by your flor^rering bushes and. they vrill decompose without further
attention.

'[,Ie alrnrays look fs3illg,rd. rnrith great anticipation to the Iviareh meeting, Everyone
coming d.ressed. as an lris! A pot Luck d.inner tool iiTo one can put on such a
bountiful an.ra{i' of food as the ladies of the lris Society. Truly a gourmetts
d.elight !

A very interesting program has been amanged.. ltrr. Bakke tri11 shovr slif,es ofIris, Chrysanthemu-ms and. members gard.ens. 0rrr favorite flovrer extend.s S
3"gg-tllqr_in_their oln name. [ids is oi:r SpTJ."s,ISIiya]. you r,rill fiffi-it
Deliehtfgl, r.aE4o,?S and flagplo,rli._- AIso ffi@]uil The H.i+d.u lan* r^rill
send. up_tregl, Fqrokg and the Fi}elt tiogt vtll be-Tfffir,r. flr-A];ilErr bein the !ime--ti.e4t,
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the time to compencg rernoving the hay covering fronr the r-is.
caution at this time. If lris have been too leavily eorrered.
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r"rith Leaves or too nuch hay, rre nay d.iscover plarits that ard bleached. out until
almost vhite and. if sQ vre r^rilI give those plants time to start grov{4g and a
ehaaee to turn green before all of the hay covering is removed. We learned. the
hard. r,,ay and. had. very feur bloom stalks in one section of the display garden
iohen v'e r*ere too aager to clean up. Those of you who grovr mu.ms should. also
exercise the sa.me caution.

Leave a protectj.ve cover of litter over your mums and. r',,ait until the young
siroots turn dark green and are alnost tv'o inches high before removing the
iitter. Iviore nums are iriLled by the sun in the spring after garclens are
ralred..clean than are los.t by' coId. weather.

ijor.re of ihe hay r^,ill be frozen d.or',n but renovo alL thAt w111 Iet go. leaving
the hdy on lris too long causes ml,Lder"r after rrarm da.ys. I believe a Iot of
the rot starts at this time.

After a fev, d.ays the:gu."d.en will be sufflciently d.ry to start the final clean
up. Look for r.,dnter 1nJury to rhizones. If soft spots are found vre immed.-
.iately scrape out the. soft spot,s and treat with ferrach].or solution. I^te then
give the pLants a good. d.renching vith femachlor solution applied rriith a
sp:'inkling can. Peonies, d.aylilies and phlox get the same treatment. [he
Ga.rd.en Encycloped.ia ad.vises a weak solution of Sordeau rcixture applled to
phlox and. peonies as soon as they start coning up. Parzate or ferrnate are
also ver;r good. but thei I rrould ad.d. I,ralathion to the solutlon to d.estroy red.
spider mites r.rhieh hatch out very early in spring.

T.ris borer eggs start hatching d.uring the r^'arm days in spring and. that is the
bime to start the sBray program. A three ve.y solution can be mixed. using DDE
for lris borers, Parzale or fermate for leaf spot and Irralathion for red spid.er.
?."ed. spid.er nites are getting to be quite a problem and. by uslng DD[' ue are
upsetting the balance of nature, ki:1Ling off the other insects and permitting
red. spid.ers to inerease so be sure to use sone miticid.e to destroy the red.
spider r^,hen you use DDT
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AD}TD GASDEN JOY

Some herbs are as common as an oLd shoe and. ;zs1 as elegant as royalty. In
fact, herbs are in most royal gardens, The most luxurlous place to have an
herb-planting is near the kitchen door. Itls so ea,sy vhen you in a hr.rmy,
or when itts d.ark or chlIly or rainy, to quiekly bring in r"hatever you need
for g1amo,:r of flavor or f,orm or:co1or.

Parsley is for garnish, for salads and. soups, for meats and. vegetables. It
is the most used herb. Plant the seecl b,s early as you can. It germinates
slowIy. Keeping the ground. moist heIps. It is pre.tty in any gard"en. And.
think of hov its weelth of A and. C vitauins v:'i11 help an lris groverl

li
A horseradish start nay be ha,d from alno$t anyone r,rho raises this herb. P1ant
it rfuere youvant it to take over. The leaves are a flower-arrangerrs d.eliglt.
To use for fobd., dig up .some roots in the spring. PeeL and. grind. them oud-of-
doors. Save the root ends and the tops for planting again. Soon you r,'i11
have more beautiful leaves--and. the next sprlng more roots to grind., Freshly
gFound. horserad"ish ls far tastier in a sauce than vrhat one can buy. (over)



the hisf,or], of herbs goes bacl": to antictruity. Herbs have not chan6pd--exeept'basiI. A lovel.ier plant is the nev,Iy hlghly honored hylridized. fual.3asi1.
tr'or two years,.ne have d.elig,htecl in purchasing plants r"hich give ioeautif,ul,
color to tlre gard.bn as vrell as piquancy to the'foird. This year, vre oan buy
seeds. r,rait until the grou::d is r.rarm and. d.anger of frost is over.,before
p-l-anting out-of-doors. The lovely purple foliage and its ptnky purple
florqers are beautiful and., if you like the flavor of bay leaf , yourll espe.oially
enjoy bagil 

:

Ti:ere are many more hsr.bs and there'1s nirch to learn about'the ones mentioned.
and. thair uses. To many of us,: they are interesting, useful and..int.rlgud.ag
and. Lots of fun to raise along r,,rith IRIS.

Happy Eerbipg,
,td.ah Aad.erson
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i,liat is another herb almost any friend. uho grous it l''i11 be glad to share.
Sirere are nany varieties. If you buy a p1ant, be sure it is the kind you Like
See that it gets pLenty of vrater and. at Least somo sun. Its charm bLesses
confectiors, vegetables, meats, je3-Iies, beverages and alnost every sort of
food., It also has decorative uses.

DiIl is en ennus.l ti:at vri}l self-sow and. may be
Ieave s, blo ssom buds and. se€d.s all are used. in
of many vegetables, meats, fish, soups, se.uces

planted. early. The stalk ,
focd.. It i-rnproves the flavor
and. salafls , as trell- as pi ckle s .

IRIS

Sertilizers are rated. in'terms of'three numbers, a}.r,,ays plinted. on the bag, as
5-10-5. Tirey refei to tt" respective percentages of nitrogen; phosphorou,'
and. potash, it that iirder. Eo oversinpllfy the functions of theqeielenents,
the nitiogen dncor:fages ldaf gror".th; phosphorus encourages fIor,.rei.s, fruits
and. seed.s; potash encourages stems anil roots.i 0f the three, nitrogen is.the
ea€ier beaver. Most of its cotrmercial forus becomd quickl-y available. The
plant gobbles it up and. its Leaves.Bf,or'r like crazy. You can give a rovr of
raclishes a good., dose of nitrogen and.'produce a perfeetLy:gtr-brious crop of
leaves:--r,'ithout a single ra.d.ish'underne'ath. That'resuLt ilou1d bo ideal on B:
larnm, tut not so gogcl".in an ornanental plaat; Phosphorus and potash, on the
other 1rand, are not s-o enthusiastic, 'Shey d.onrt insist 6n being gobbLe.d. up;

Tlith this background, r,e con begin to construct a ferti.li,zer foruula for lrises
that t'ill give us the results trro vr&rt, narceLy sturd.y plants, solid. rhizores,
and. Lots of flovrers. Here is my ovn pet fornula. I take one.part of any
conmercial 5-10-5 fertllizer and add. one part each of superphosphate and muriate
of potash. I d.uup the resulting nixture into tr,,iss its volu-me of gypsun and
thorou$ily uiix the whole mess. Now uy nttrogen is 4iluted. down to sliehtly
over LlZ ot. 1. per c.ent,.and I can safely spread. this nixture rather liberaIly
around'my lris.plents (defidtely not on t'he rhizoarcs) and hoe,it into the soil
r^,rithout,,any.fear of stlmulating e':ccessive soft gror,rth, vrith resulting suscep-
tibil,ity to rhlzome rot.' Wly not omi't the nitrogen entirely? Secauge I vlant.
a nod.orate a,mount of leaf stimulation. 'The leaves iud,nufacture' the foqd. that is

SIIGGESTiN PIA}M T'OOD 5'04,
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stored in the form of starch in the rhizomes.

Novr r^,hat about that gypsun that cropped. W in the last paragraph? Here t',erre
getti.ng out of the strict area of plant foods anC. into the related. fie1d. of
acidity and alkalinlty. Sypsum is calciu.m sulfate. lts rearction in the soil
is neutral or sLightly acid, All of the other forms of cal-ciuul available to
.p.rd.eners are allialine in their reaction. Irises like calcium, but in a
strongly alkaline med,ium certaln plant food.s, notably po.tash, become insoL'.rbIe
erid. hence unavailable to the pLants, Gypsurn suppiies the calciru and ai the
same tj-me makes the vital potash avallab1e.

GLenn F. Eanson
* * * i. * {. * * * {. * !F '1. rl. + * * {. * :1. * * x-* rl. {r * * * * tF * {. x {. * * * * *

L mosi ed.ucational an,L instructive elass on the juC"grng of the lris blossom,
foliage arrd. plant in general r,.ras given by Mr. Gus Sind.t in Febnrary at the
.American Hard.ware i'.utual Insr:rance Company. Color, size, substanee, form, and
style of the blossom r",as dlseussed as trelL as the stalk and. gror,rth habits.
Ou1tural. perfection and. groomi.ng s€.s stressed, v,hen jud.glng.

Various patterns of lris, and colors r/rere explained. Onco, Regalas, Aril bred,
Silerian, Spuria, and Seed.lings rrere a. part of the progra.nn. To go in our oun
garclen and. select a speclnan bloonr stalk is ind.eed. one of the pleasures of the
Irisarian.

Twenty-tvro attend.ed. these meetings und.er adverse weather eond.itions. trie thank
lvir. Sind.t for'the opportunity given us to hear these exoellent lectures.

0a ldtarch Jrd. and. LOth similar classes vrere heLd. for members that vrere unable
to a.ttend. in Eebrr:ary.
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Trom your hybrid.lzing chairnan;

loo often oue find.s that the beginner with irises is too diffident
to join an iris society, rI d.onlt knor'r enough; lt v'ould be running
before I cou1d. rrallc, even lf not impertinent,r they say. they are
trrong, of course. The less they knovr, the eaEier it ls to help them
learn. Sinilarly, the nevrly-joined memler alL too often thinks that
he knows too little about the business to start hybrid"izing. rtrIha!

ought I to do before I begln?t he asks, The ansuer isl tstait nor,r;
it is the quickest tay of Learning.r [he klng in liAlice in Uonderlandr
ga.ve some straightfon*ard ad.vice; r3egin at the beginning and go on
tlII you cone to the end., then stop,l

liind" you, onee rre have started. iris breed.ing, there ruill be nq end.ing it; +,e

r,rill never volr:ntarily stop. Eol'rever, the first part of the ad.vice is fr:nd,a-
uentaLly sound, v'e should make a start. I,ranJI present day breed.ers trere to
hesitant at the outset, and lost several years throu$r f,iffidence, r^laiting
for a*vlce, and n:aking sure that they r.'ere getting off on the right foot. It
is much better to start nor"', lrany old- howil and gain e4pertence, than to 1et
years go by lnd.ecisively before plucking i& coureige to make a beginning, So
all those vrho are tempted. to breed irises shoul"d. reEolve to start in 1!61+
r^rith uhatever irises they then have in thelr gard.en-*he1"ped., of course, by
the pollen they can |trndnrr fron frlonds. 

(over)
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[he first question asked. by most beginners is! rhrlhat color:recl parents d.o I
use in order to get irlses that are blue?lt . (0r it may be yeL1or.r, or brgtrn,
o:: pini:r or some other hue, that is reguired.). The answer is, as a rough
guid.e, that to get irises of a certaln colour, Yotr cross trnro'irises of that
hue, e.S,, to pt pale bIues, cross tv,o pale bh.:es, to get varlegatas, cross
t..'o vari.egatas, and so on, In some oases, d.epend-iu€: on the varleties used,

' sore of the progeny qan be expeeted to be of a aifferent hue, thus:
frr'o blues may give a fet^r thites

. TvO bror^rns may give a, fer,r golden yeI[or,^rs
:'. Two pinks ma3'gi.ve a fer,r yeL1or'rs, apricots, orang€s, corals, orchids,

or raagentas.

' n',,:}oilill 
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Tvro variegatas may prod.uce some yel'3.or,'s, and brown bitones,

. Then thdre are other r,,ays of getting certaiu hues or tones. A deep blue crossei.
with a pale-.blue or: &. white is 1itrEe1y to give some miC. to p,a].e bfues. A

" golden yellor'i, particularl-y if it has a- brorrn iris in its ped.igree,.cgossed
, r^rith a Sror,'n is likely to give yellor^is and- bror.rns.

To sum up, be sure to ma[<e a start in 196[; n,ake the best start you'can, but
&o not r'rait until 19-65 merely because you-think that, by then,'Iorl'rn,ill make
a stiIl, better s"tart, Eeoen:ber lord..Syrorrrs trW way is to begin vrith the' beginning.ti

TIre above exeerpt is f,roio an articl.e 1n the 3.I.S. Year Book, Lg63by H.
Senior FothergilS-.


